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Poetry: You decide!
Target Audience/Needs: The audience is a ninth grade basic English class. Most students are middle class and one or both parents work. The class has a small amount of minority students. The students do not have much experience with poetry. The class is a pretty even mix of boys and girls. 
Placement in Lesson/Unit: This is a few lessons into the poetry unit. In class, we have already talked about basic poetic forms and terminology. They have read some poems but have not yet taken an in-depth look at a poem. Also, they have not experienced writing poetry yet. Later in the unit, students will be creating a book of poetry; this introduction to writing poetry is preparation for this project.   
Issues for observation: Did I mange my time well? Was I able to create a discussion? Was there enough explanation?  

Objectives: Students will:


1. Practice interpreting what they think a poem means 

2. Use their interpretation to write a stanza or two

3. Become comfortable sharing their writing with others 


4. Learn that there are multiple ways to “see” a poem  

Materials Needed: 
· Student copies of the poem (2 each)
· Questions handout

Preparation: 

· Have desks in a circle
· Handouts made and passed out
Presentation:

· Introduction: (1 min) Welcome the class and explain to them that we are going to start going deeper into our poetry unit. Tell them that in the spirit of Halloween we are going to be looking at a spooky poem.   

· Poem Reading: (2-3 minutes) Ask for volunteers to read stanzas of the poem. If no one volunteers or I run out of volunteers before the end, I will finish the poem. Each volunteer will read one or two stanzas. 
· Activity: (12-14 minutes) After the poem is read, I will ask the students to go back through the poem and analyze it. I will provide them with a question sheet that they can use to get started. They can work on their own or in pairs. Next I will inform the students that I have taken out the end of the poem. It will be their job to decide what they think the ending should be. For this, they can also work alone or in pairs.  
· Student Presentations: (3-4 minutes) Students will no have time to share the ending they have written for the poem. No one will be forced to share, but it will be encouraged. I want students to become comfortable sharing their writing with the class. They will be asked to explain why they wrote what they did. 

· Teacher Presentation: (1-2 minutes) I will hand out the complete poem and have a student read the part that was missing from the original poem. Ask for any reactions to these additions. How does this compare to the endings the students have written?

· Assignment: Have the students go home and practice writing poetry. Tell them that we will be sharing them tomorrow.     
Assessment: The student presentations will present their interpretation of the poem. This will help me determine if they were 1) able to interpret the poem in some way and 2) that they understood the assignment. I plan to walk around while the students are doing the activity; this will help me asses if the students understand what to do. Also, all students will be required to turn in their writing so that I can asses those who did not share. 
